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The Victims Directive: Practice makes perfect? 
 

The Victims Directive was adopted in 2012, to be implemented in all Member States by 

November 2015. 

This seminar will discuss the findings to date of a project headed by Dr Maria 

Mousmouti (CECL) funded by the EU Commission, "Developing Directive - compatible 

practices for the identification, assessment and referral of victims". The recent initiative 

by Supporting Justice of the Victims Choice Quality Mark to assess victim care 

services will also be discussed. This provides quality assessment based on compliance 

with five ‘victim care standard’ developed by Supporting Justice: access; needs; valued; 

safety and support. 

 
In the chair: 

Professor John Spencer, University of Cambridge 

 

Speakers : 

Dr Andrea Ryan, University of Limerick 

Rhiannon Evans, Supporting Justice 

 

 

Please register your attendance with IALS.events@sas.ac.uk 



Chair and Speakers: 

 

Dr Andrea Ryan is Co- Director of the Centre for Crime, Justice and Victim 

Studies at the School of Law, University of Limerick. Her research expertise 

lies in the areas of EU criminal justice, the European Convention on Human 

Rights, criminal evidence, comparative criminal procedure, criminal law 

and sentencing. She has published widely in these areas, including a book 

with Routledge, Towards a System of European Criminal Justice -The 

Problem of Admissibility of Evidence. She is a Committee Member of ECLA 

UK, and frequently participates in Workshops and Conferences on 

European criminal justice. She has acted as national rapporteur for Ireland 

on a number of cross- jurisdictional studies funded by the European 

Commission, including a study in 2011 on the prospects for the creation of 

a European public prosecutor. She is currently working on a project 

funded by the European Commission led by the Centre for European 

Constitutional Law, Athens entitled "Developing Directive - compatible 

practices for the identification, assessment and referral of victims" 

 

Dr. Maria Mousmouti is a Lawyer called before the Bar of Athens, a 

Lecturer in Law at the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (School of 

Advanced Study, University of London) and the Executive Director of the 

Centre for European Constitutional Law, a research center based in 

Athens, Greece (www.cecl.gr), an Associate Research Fellow of the 

Institute of Advanced Legal Studies and one of the three Directors of the 

Sir William Dale Legislative Drafting Clinic, established within the Institute of 

Advanced Legal Studies of the University of London 

(http://ials.sas.ac.uk/postgrad/LDclinic/LDclinic.htm). Her work throughout 

the years consists in supporting, documenting and assisting reform 

initiatives through research and capacity-building in areas related to 

quality of legislation, regulatory reform, justice, public administration and 

access to justice. She is the Project Manager of the National Contact 

Point of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency in Greece (2007-today) and 

coordinates the collection of data and information on the 

implementation of legislation on fundamental rights. She was member of 

the academic team of the study “Protecting Victims’ Rights in the EU: the 

theory and practice of diversity of treatment during the criminal trial”. She 

is the Lead Expert on the project: Developing directive-compatible 

practices for the identification, assessment and referral of victims (EC, DG 

Justice-Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme 2014-2020)   

 

  

Rhiannon Evans is Director of Services for Supporting Justice. Rhiannon 

manages their largest contract with Citizens Advice, providing daily 

subject matter expertise to the senior management team. She has 

http://www.cecl.gr/
http://ials.sas.ac.uk/postgrad/LDclinic/LDclinic.htm


managed several projects including leading their service re-design and 

supporting the implementation of a new training programme and new 

digital services. Rhiannon also manages Supporting Justice’s own projects 

including the Victim Choice quality mark which is the first victim focused 

quality mark for victim services. She is also working on a new project to 

launch a reviews website for victim services. 

Previously, Rhiannon worked for 13 years with the national charity Victim 

Support, most recently serving as Divisional Manager for the Avon and 

Somerset, Devon and Cornwall and Dorset police force areas. She has 

overseen the design, development and implementation of new projects 

including services for domestic violence, anti-social behaviour and 

restorative justice. She has been the voice of victims and witnesses in 

many forums, at seminars, workshops and conferences.  

 

Professor John Spencer is a Professor of Law (emeritus) at the University of 

Cambridge, former Director of the Cambridge University Centre for 

European Legal Studies and President of the UK European Criminal Law 

Association. He writes and lectures extensively on EU and domestic 

criminal law and evidence. In 1997 he was part of the team responsible 

for the Corpus Juris project. He is a QC (honoris causa), an Academic 

Bencher of the Inner Temple and holds an Honorary Degree from the 

University of Poitiers.  

 
 


