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With some trepidation (and because life must go on) we consider how Law 

Enforcement will cope with international investigations after/before/whilst waiting 

for Brexit. 
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Speakers: 

 
Mike Kennedy, CBE spent much of his career at CPS HQ and was the Chief Crown 

Prosecutor for Sussex before being appointed the UK’s member of Eurojust in 2001. 

He was elected Eurojust’s first President in 2002 establishing it as the EU’s new unit to 

improve cross border collaboration between investigators and prosecutors tackling 

trans-national crime.   Mike returned to CPS in 2007 as its Chief Operating Officer. 

Since retirement Mike advises on criminal justice issues nationally and 

internationally. Mike was a member of the European Commission's Advisory Panel 

on EU Criminal Justice Policy for many years and has often given evidence to 

parliamentary enquiries on EU-related criminal justice issues,. He has spoken 

frequently about the impact of Brexit on criminal justice and was Co-Chair of a 

report “Criminal Justice Co-operation between the EU and the UK after Brexit” 

produced by The Centre for European Studies (CEPS) and QMC London. Mike is 

also a member of the Advisory Board of Supporting Justice.  

 

Dr Andrea Ryan is Co- Director of the Centre for Crime, Justice and Victim Studies 

at the School of Law, University of Limerick. Her research expertise lies in the areas 

of EU criminal justice, the European Convention on Human Rights, criminal 

evidence, comparative criminal procedure, criminal law and sentencing. She has 

published widely in these areas, including a book with Routledge, Towards a 

System of European Criminal Justice -The Problem of Admissibility of Evidence. She is 

a Committee Member of ECLA UK, and frequently participates in Workshops and 

Conferences on European criminal justice. She has acted as national rapporteur for 

Ireland on a number of cross- jurisdictional studies funded by the European 

Commission, including a study in 2011 on the prospects for the creation of a 

European public prosecutor, and a study in 2018 on the Victims Directive. 
 
Detective Chief Inspector Steve Collins has over 28 years policing experience within 

the Metropolitan Police Service mainly in CID, serious crime, homicide and in the 

international arena. Steve previously headed up the MPS International Assistance 

Unit at New Scotland Yard followed by a secondment to the Home Office as the 

Head of the Joint Operational Authority responsible for the national delivery of SISII 

and the European Investigation Order. During his secondment, Steve was also part 

funded to support the NCA and SCOC (Strategic Centre for Organised Crime) in 

establishing a Foreign National Offender Threat Desk within the NCA as well as 

conducting a pilot looking at the impact of FNOs within the prison estate. During 

this period, as a Schengen Evaluator, Steve has conducted Schengen Evaluations 

of the policing systems in 10 EU countries on behalf of the EU. 

 

 



Steve is currently seconded to the NPCC International Criminality Portfolio as Head 

of Policy for the newly formed International Crime Coordination Centre, which is 

the NPCC response to the loss of EU tools resulting from the UK’s exit from the EU. 

 

Harvey Palmer is the head of the international justice and organised crime policy 

and strategy team at the CPS.  His team advises prosecutors on extradition, MLA, 

and other international cooperation matters.  This currently includes CPS planning 

for Brexit.  Prior to joining the CPS, Harvey worked at the Home Office for 13 years in 

a variety of roles including responsibility for UK policy on extradition and MLA, 

including the EIO Directive the 2014 opt-in decision, and negotiating a number of 

bilateral treaties on extradition and MLA. 

 

 
 

 

 
 


