MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS – ATHENS

5 May 2010 

I attended the meeting on behalf of the UK Association. Unfortunately because of the General Strike in Athens only some 7 countries were represented. The meeting was co-chaired by Lothar Kuhl (OLAF) and the President of the Greek Association.  Others present included the ubiquitous Francesco de Angelis and Els de Busser, one of the Editors of Eucrim.

The meeting started with Lothar giving an overview of what is going on in OLAF. There was a general discussion on conferences and heartening was the universal praise for our one in Cambridge.  The 2 deadlines for Hercule funding this year are 20 May and 30 September.
Lothar then went on to say that the search for a new Director had started but that the process was somewhat tortuous.  They hoped to have someone in post by the end of the year but don’t hold your breath.  There was also the proposal kicking around that OLAF should be independent of the Commission but that was proving to be a thorny problem.

There then followed reports from each Association about what they had done over the last year.  I gave a suitable upbeat report on our activities and our efforts to boost the membership.  Francesco then chipped in and suggested that perhaps the time had come to think about changing the whole structure and purpose of the Associations which had been in existence for the last 20 years.  He was not at all clear about what he envisaged and Lothar, rightly, asked him to prepare a discussion paper which could be taken at the next Presidents’ meting. This is likely to be held in mid-February next year. 

Finally, the  co- editor of EUCRIM gave us a general rundown on the publication and said that apart from the usual articles and EU news/developments, they were quite happy to publish announcements from individual Associations and conference reports.  The forthcoming topics on which they would welcome contributions are Data Protection, the impact of Lisbon and victims of EU fraud. 
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